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Lyceum News and Notes
As this is the first issue of The Lyceum Letter for several
months, we realize that we may have fallen behind in keeping you up to date about significant Lyceum News, including several interesting events that happened last April.
[Therefore we begin our narration from those:]

It was in July of 2003 that my wife Stephanie and
I were invited to Cleveland with our seven (now
eight!) children to help found the Lyceum. We in
April
turn, asked two of our friends and former
Lyceum students and their families hosted the secteaching colleagues, Jana Draeger and Mary ond annual Spring auction at Holy Spirit Hall in
Bouchey, to join us for the adventure and to our Parma. With over 130 in attendance, Lyceum stugreat joy, they fortunately agreed! Four Julys are dents and faculty regaled guests with a vigorous
now past and we find
rendition of Gilbert and Sullivan’s
ourselves confronting
ever popular “Monarch of the
with every bit as much
Sea” and “When I was a Lad.”
enthusiasm the same
The evening was a splendid way
challenge; the challenge
to celebrate the end of a good
to rebuild Catholic
academic year, raising over
Classical education; the
$20,000 for the school. We are
grateful to Dinner Co-Chairs
challenge to rebuild the
Dennis and Mary Rowinski for
great “liberal arts”
their
tireless efforts in making
foundation that is at the
evening.
this
a
wonderful
heart of all education;
the challenge to help
May
our students join and
Dr. Regis Martin Professor of
participate actively in
Theology at Franciscan Univerthe great perennial
sity of Steubenville, noted author
discussion that spans
and panelist on EWTN’s Francistwo
millennia
can University Presents, delivered an
(Mortimer Adler calls it
afternoon lecture to Lyceum stuG r e a t
“ t h e
dents. He stirringly explained
Conversation”); the
that whereas most people think
challenge to awaken the
of religion as man searching for
minds and souls of as The Lyceum in Little Italy, Cleveland Ohio God, Catholicism is about God
many students as we can, to take possession of searching for man.
the intellectual tradition of which they are the
Lyceum students delivered two compelling rendirightful heirs.
tions of A Mid-Summer Night’s Dream. Directed by
People ask “What makes the Lyceum different Shakespeare expert Miss Jana Draeger, students
performed the comedy on two successive evenings
from other schools?” Is the Lyceum different
with separate casts each evening. You will find picbecause it is intentionally small? Is it different
tures of this marvelous performance throughout
because the school eschews, wherever possible, this issue.
text books and proposes instead that students
read actual books? Is it different because of the The Lyceum Choir released its first CD of sacred
Socratic method and seminar approach that is music. “Laetare” is a collection of music directly
preferred as opposed to lectures? Is it different from the Church’s preferred treas
because there are beautiful oil paintings and -ury. “Laetare” includes selections of Gregorian
watercolors on the walls? Is The School different chant and sacred polyphony: Aquinas’ Eucharistic
classic Adoro Te Devote and Farrant’s Lord For Thy

Continued on page 2 first column

Continued on page 2 third column

News and Notes Continued

Tender Mercies Sake. Order your copy
directly from the school.

Miss Draeger takes a field trip with 11 of our 13 original students !

because the students resemble ladies telescope and being made to realize
and gentlemen in their clothing, the immensity of the number of stars;
speech and manners?
though each is a vast enterprise all by
itself, each seems insignificant and
It is certainly true that The Lyceum even goes unnoticed in comparison
differs from this or that school in with all the rest!
some of these ways. But all these
characteristics are nothing more than Two thoughts keep striking me as I
external manifestations of a core contemplate the vast educational
philosophy about education that is universe. The first is that though there
really at the heart of The Lyceum, a is no single governing authority that
core philosophy that makes the school regulates each and every school,
radically different from other schools. nonetheless (for the most part) they
are all fundamentally the same school.
Think with me for a moment about They are all founded upon the same
the many schools that exist. There are essential idea. They all seem to share
doubtless wonderful people and
Continued on page 3 second column
wonderful programs and brilliant
minds and exceptional features of each
and every one. There are heroic
teachers and visionary administrators
and rich traditions. Each school is in
itself an ostensibly praiseworthy
institution whose mission is to better
the minds, and set the paths of each of
their individual student’s lives on
successful trajectories.
And it is humbling to travel by car and
survey small towns and villages and
cities. Ev erywhere there are
impressive-looking schools Each
struggles to do its best according as
each sees its own particular mission. It
is humbling because one is made to
comprehend the individuality and the
particularity of each school. I suppose
it is like the overwhelming feeling that
one receives after looking through a

June
Headmaster Mark Langley delivered the
sixth annual Commencement address at
Holy Family Academy in Manchester,
New Hampshire. Now in its tenth year
of operation and dedicated to Catholic
classical education Holy Family Academy provides an inspiring example of
what can be accomplished through the
perseverance and prayer of those who
want the best education for their children.
July
The Lyceum was honored with a return
performance by The Mignarda Duo, a
Lute and Voice Duo, based in Ithaca
New York. Ron Andrico and Donna
Stewart presented a program entitled
'The King's Music,' which featured music centered around the court of Henry
VIII, as well as the sumptuous music
from 17th century France. Their new
CD “Divine Amarillis,” was selected by
Cleveland classical radio station WCLV
as a “Choice CD” for the month of July
2006!
The Lyceum welcomed two new members to its board of Trustees, Erin
Continued on page 3 first column

The very next year there were twenty six!
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Headmaster’s Letter Cont’d from p. 2

Furey, M.D. and Michael McMahon,
Esq. The Lyceum is honored to have
the service of these two Catholic professionals both of whom wish to see the
rebirth of Catholic classical education.

the idea that the purpose of a school
and education and knowledge is to
serve the useful end of making the
world a better place. They all share the
idea that education is for some practical
end: to better the condition of
mankind, or (at least) to satisfy the
individual and even diverse desires of
each student, which desires have
presumably something to do with

August
Dr. Samuel Schmitt joined the Lyceum
as a full time faculty member. Sam
earned his Bachelor’s degree in Liberal
Arts from Thomas Aquinas College, his
Master’s Degree in Liturgical Music and
Organ, his Doctorate in Musicology, and
finally a Master’s degree in Library Science all from The Catholic University of
America. While pursuing his studies Sam
was an assistant organist at the National
Shrine of The Immaculate Conception
in Washington D.C. and Assistant Organist at St Matthew’s Cathedral also in
Washington. Previous to entering graduate school, Sam taught at Trivium
School in Massachusetts for three years.
Aside from his professional expertise as a
musician, he also embodies classical education in his knowledge of History, Latin,
Mathematics, Theology, and Literature.
We have even asked him to teach the beginning Greek course. Dr. Schmitt is the
latest gem in the treasury of talent at The
Lyceum!
The Lyceum hosted Its first Symposium
entitled “Rebuilding Catholic Education” The day began with Mass said by
Father John Wessel. Fr. Wessel delivered
a beautiful homily about how
“intention” can make an act good or
bad, highlighting his point with an example from T.S. Eliot's Murder in the Cathedral” We hope that the three hour
conference was just the first part of an
extended discussion that will allow participants to delve deeper into the nature
and method of Catholic classical education. (You may purchase an audio copy of the
Symposium from the school. )
September
The Lyceum opens its doors for the
fourth academic year with 32 students!
On September 21 parents and faculty
gathered for the Fourth Annual Parent’s
Pot Luck Dinner. (See page 7) Dennis
Rowinski spoke about plans for the
2006-2007 Auction coming this April
20.

both agree that there is no common
course of studies that is proper to a
human being. In fact these schools
claim just the opposite, namely that
there is precisely no one education
that may be said to be proper for all
human beings. There is no one
education that everyone should be
expected to undergo. Education, thus
does not mean any particular education,

Twenty eight in 2005

being a productive and contributing but rather every conceivable field or
discipline that this or that individual might
member of society.
choose to pursue to satisfy his particular and
Hence each school must be either even changing desires.
large enough so as to offer myriad
courses, or as many electives as These schools [and mind you, I do not
possible to satisfy just as many say that every individual in them, but
individual desires. Or there might be rather the institutions as such] are
individual smaller schools that direct founded upon a denial that there is
their mission towards some single field one thing that we can call education.
of knowledge like music or
So to return to the question, what is it
engineering or drama.
that makes the Lyceum unique? The
But in either case these schools still Lyceum, as far as I can tell, stands
share the common assumption that virtually alone in claiming that there is
there is not a certain and common an education that is proper to all
path that all should follow. They
Continued on page 4 first column
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human beings, that everyone who is
capable ought to undergo a specific
course of studies that is the same for
all, that the idea of an education for
human beings is by definition
exclusive of electives and
specialization. “Education” is
something quite apart from what an
individual student might choose for
himself. And finally, education, while
not exclusive of some practical end, is
not primarily ordered to a useful goal,
such as making money or “bettering
the human condition.” Education is
primarily ordered to fulfilling the
nature of the human mind and is the
fulfillment of man’s natural desire to
know. Thus The Lyceum is virtually
alone in asserting that Knowledge is
“an end in itself,” and wisdom is

Astronomy, are indeed the seven
paths by which the “lively soul can
enter the secrets of Wisdom” (to
paraphrase Hugh of St Victor).
In seeing that all men should study
the seven liberal arts, it becomes
clear that all should study specific
things like Latin and Euclid and
natural philosophy. It becomes clear
that everyone should study the kind
of things that would someday allow
him to understand the deep writings
of Aristotle and Plato and the prince
of theologians, St. Thomas Aquinas,
and through all these studies
someday perhaps even to
understand the very Word of God.

the “that for the sake of which” Progress Report— A Journal
education, properly understood, is
of Academic Excellence
directed.
It is precisely because of this claim
that all the differences specific to the
Lyceum follow. Once it is agreed that
there is one education that is common
to all men, then a person will be able
to see why the seven liberal arts, to
wit: Grammar, Rhetoric, and Logic,
Geometry, Arithmetic, Music and

Mr. Mark Langley

Founding Parent Mrs. Jean Henderson
teaches Latin, Mathematics and many other
things!

If Aristotle was right when he said a “good
beginning is more than half of the whole,”
then it is safe to say that the 2006-2007
academic year is more than half over! Read
on and judge for yourself whether Lyceum
students have made a good beginning.

Latin IV students, now preparing for
the AP Virgil Exam are reading Book
I of the Aeneid for the second time and
anticipate with no small enthusiasm
reading further as they try to master
the more than 1800 lines that the AP
exam calls for. It should be noted that,
we at The Lyceum do not hold that
passing AP exams is in and of itself a
laudable goal. Excellent education is
not in itself ordered to the passing of
this or that multiple choice exam.
Nonetheless occasionally there do
seem to be particular exams the
preparation for which is consistent
with real learning. In our judgment
the AP Virgil exam is just such an
exam.

Two distinct Latin I sections have
become involved once again with the
opening chapters of Lingua Latina.
Aside from reading the clever stories
about that quintessential Famila
Romana– they will hopefully fall in
love with the “eternal language.”
Latin II students continue reading
Lingua Latina as well, though nearly
20 chapters ahead. Their already
1000 word vocabulary increases This year we are also looking forward
to the expansion of the number of
every day.
students who will take the National
Latin III students, having Latin Exam. We are hoping to win
completed the natural approach of awards in Latin I, II, III, and IV!
learning the language that Lingua The new academic year has brought an
Latina offers, now are re- increased concentration on the study
approaching the language though of Greek for all students at The
the brilliantly analytical, full of wit Lyceum. While Mr. Schmitt is
and wisdom, guidance of Frederick introducing the language of the
M. Wheelock’s Latin Grammar. Latin Argives to all new students in Greek
III students also get to contemplate 1, Mr. Langley continues to read the
the Rhetoric of Cicero, the humor popular introduction to Greek text
of Catullus, and the wisdom of Livy. “Athenaze” with more experienced
4

called Mathematics these days was
thought of by The Greeks as a sort of
“techne” or rather servile skill. For
example, the Greeks esteemed more
the man who knew and could
demonstrate why the Pythagorean
Theorem is true rather than the man
who could successfully plug numbers
into the formula A 2 +B 2 =C 2 .
Nonetheless to the extent possible we
hope that all Lyceum students will
excel in Algebra—even if it is a
“servile art,” hoping that good scores

Founding tutor Miss Mary Bouchey

Greek students. Additionally, older
Greek students have just begun the
analytic college level introduction to
Greek through the scholarly work of
Donald J. Mastronarde in his
Introduction to Greek. This year we also
are planning on participating in the
more recently instituted National Greek
Exam.
In Rhetoric, every student recites a
classic poem or a great speech each
week. As students fill up their
imaginations and memories with the
eloquent words of the finest authors,
they are practicing the art of recitation
not only in an audible and articulate
way, but also in a way that conveys the
meaning of the words they are
speaking
All Lyceum students are required to
take a heavy load of Mathematics,
and we wish that it could be all Euclid.
Unfortunately, for them the world
seems to emphasize skill in the art of
calculation almost to the whole
exclusion of wisdom about the nature
of number and magnitude. For
example the SAT never asks a student
for a reason, but rather confines itself
to questions that demand skill in the
mechanics of calculation. What is

It is easy to take many a Theology
class without ever reading a papal
encyclical. Not so for students in the
upper Catechism class! Students are
presently reading Pope Leo XIII
encyclical letter Aeterni Patris.
Interestingly, Pope Leo clearly states
that a “fruitful cause of the evils that
vex” our times is the lack of those
who pursue a genuine liberal
education—that is a classical
education. Nay even more, he seems
to command Catholic High Schools
and Colleges to do all
in their power to
inculcate the study of
Greek philosophy and
ultimately the study of
the writings of
Thomas Aquinas. We
will certainly continue
to do our best to take
his advice.
Students in New
Testament
are
presently reading The
Gospel According to
St. John, but have
become temporarily
distracted by reading
sections from St.

Dr. Samuel Schmitt

will enable them to attend a college
where they can study mathematics
as a “science”– like the mathematics
of Euclid and Apollonius! .
Students in the eighth and ninth
grade have the privilege of reading
some of the works of the “Homer
of the insect world,” Jean Henri
Fabre. Aside from being a great
naturalist and exemplar of
observation, Fabre is a scientist who
perhaps more than any other has
the gift of communicating the
hidden wisdom and astonishing
intelligence that is revealed in the
insect world– but only to those
whose minds are still open to
wonder.
5

Founding Tutor Miss Jana Draeger

Athanasius’ work “De Incarnatione.”
The Lyceum Choir is up and
running and has already learned some
of the Gregorian Chant “top hits”
such as Aquinas’s sublime Eucharistic
hymn “Adoro Te Devote,” “Veni
Creator Spiritus,” and the Gregorian
Mass XIII for “Tempus Adventus et
Quadragesimae.” We have always
thought that Gregorian chant is
fundamental in forming a beautiful
sacred music choir. Polyphonic
selections so far include Michael Queen Hippolyta (Megan Dougherty ’08)
Haydn’s “Adoro Te” and the Italian and Hermia (Teresa Shumay ’09) smiling
Hymn “Stella Matutina” as well as J.S. after the play.
Bach’s arrangement of “Let All
Together Praise Our God.” We are The haunting strains of an ancient
particularly happy about the increased Greek dirge commemorating the death
strength in this year’s tenor and bass of Achilles has been one of the
sections.
highlights of a new Music class taught
by Dr. Samuel Schmitt. Prompted by
selections from Plato’s Republic,
upperclassmen are vigorously debating
the nature of music and whether we
can call any music good or bad.
Further readings by Aristotle and the
Fathers of the Church will add fuel to
the fire.
Roman History began in the mists of
the past when pious Aeneas fled from
the burning city of Troy bearing his
aged father on his back. The stirring
prose of Livy and Plutarch have
guided students through the founding
of Rome and the expulsion of its hated
kings to the foundation and growth of
the young Republic. Now Rome aims
to defend and expand its territory as
she fulfills her destiny as an imperial
power and “Mistress of the World.”

“The Sole True End of
Education?”

Dean Rowinski, ’07, as King Theseus.
Megan Dougherty, ’08, as Queen Hippolyta in
Midsummer Night’s Dream

Of course we hope that students
remember all that they learn. We
Lyceum teachers hope that we are
teaching the truth both universal and
particular in a vivid and unforgettable
way. But if there are Lyceum students
that might have a difficult time
6

remembering everything they learn,
we might remind them in the words
of Dorothy Sayers “the sole true end of
education is simply this:to teach men how to
learn for themselves; and whatever
instruction fails to do this is effort spent in
vain.”
While we think that Miss Sayers
might be overstating the “sole true
end of education” just a little;
nonetheless we do appreciate her
point. We would prefer that students
remember a great deal, but if they will
forget the “factoids” that they learned
in science and the details that they
learned in History, and if students
normally forget most of the things
that they learn, what then is the true
end of education?
“To learn how to learn for oneself”
seems to be a very reasonable
proposal.

National Merit Scholar!
Lyceum Senior Dean Rowinski gained
accolades for the Lyceum in The Plain
Dealer because of his excellent ranking
in the top 1% of High School seniors
who took the PSAT last year.
The Lyceum was ONLY ONE of
two high schools within the city of
Cleveland to receive this distinction.
As the very first student to attend The
Lyceum from the ninth grade, our
"hats are off" to Mr. Dean Rowinski!
Dean has demonstrated that the pursuit of classical education does not
exclude success on standardized exams. We remained convinced, however, that the benefits of a Catholic
classical education have more to do
with helping students to be the men
and women that God meant them to
be — men and women who will one
day encounter the vision of God
Himself!

September 21 Parent Potluck of Christian civilization; the
collapse of Christendom;
“The Lyceum Address”
On Friday September 21 parents and
Lyceum faculty gathered for the annual
“beginning of the year potluck dinner.” As
always the evening was enjoyable as parents of
Lyceum parents —both new and old—
gathered for an evening of good food, wine ,
laughter and of course to celebrate The
Lyceum mission. The following address was
delivered by headmaster, Mark Langley, and
is based on the same speech that he delivered
on June 11, 2006 at Holy Family Academy
in Manchester, New Hampshire.
Tonight we have gathered to
celebrate the beginning of a new
academic year. This dinner, this
“convivium” is a celebration that
stands in stark contrast to many of
the academic celebrations around the
country. We are celebrating the fact
that this school is forming our own
children and students in the “Judaeo
Christian Graeco Roman civilization
that is their rightful inheritance. This
is in contrast to other academic
celebrations that seem to celebrate
nothing more than the very collapse

“Oberon,” played by Joseph Varani, ’08 in
Midsummer Night’s Dream

they are celebrations of the
triumph of secular
humanism; celebrations of
so called “free inquiry”
unfettered by any
authoritarian constraints
(namely the beliefs of
Christians). And I say that
this evening our celebration
stands in stark contrast with
others for two reasons. The
first reason is from the order
of grace. While others
celebrate the very denial of
objective truth; the denial of
God as the author and end
of our being. While they
celebrate personal license
rather than authentic liberty; Elizabeth McFadden, ’08 as Titania, Queene of
the promotion of the the Faeries is enraptured at the sight of the
individual’s right to direct having “been translated” Nick Bottom, the
himself to any pursuit that Weaver played by Vinny DeMio , ’11
interest or passion dictates.
We are celebrating the true premise divinity: so that they are
upon which all education is based inexcusable.” The entire curriculum
namely that premise enunciated by and foundation the very edifice of
Pope Pius XI in his encyclical On The Lyceum is built upon the notion
Christian Education:
that all human knowledge is a
manifestation of the power and
“It is therefore as important to divinity of God
make no mistake in education, as it
is to make no mistake in the But this school, and its students, and
pursuit of the last end, with which you parents do not only understand
the whole work of education is the true end of all education, namely
i n t i m a t e l y a n d n e c e s s a r i l y eternal life in the beatific vision of the
connected. In fact, since education Holy Trinity, but you also understand
consists essentially in preparing the relationship of truth to man’s
man for what he must be and for intellect in the order of nature. You
what he must do here below, in understand that truth is ultimately
order to attain the sublime end for something that is to be pursued for
which he was created, it is clear its own sake- and that truth like a
that there can be no true education woman is insulted when she is
which is not wholly directed to pursued for any other reason than for
man's last end…there can be no what she is.
ideally perfect education which is
not Christian education."
I mean that The Lyceum in its
mission to promote catholic classical
This school understands St Paul when e d u c a t i o n , d o e s n o t o n l y
he says “For the invisible things of acknowledge that the end of all
him, from the creation of the human activity is heaven, but it also
world, are clearly seen, being understands that man has a rational
understood by the things that are nature, and that it is man’s nature to
made; his eternal power also, and desire to know the truth for its own
7

Let Them eat cake! Lyceum Gentlemen of
the 7th and 8th grade

sake. And consequently The Lyceum
understands that by grace we are all
called to heaven and that by nature we
are all called to know the truth- and
the remarkable thing about being
Catholic is that it is precisely by
becoming what we are by nature that
we are in turn disposed to the inner
workings of God’s grace. This school
understands that Grace and nature are
not at odds but rather grace builds on
nature “Gratia supponit naturam”
So this is my first point – that The
Lyceum is following a most remarkable
tradition. A catholic tradition that
understands that the purpose of all
education is eternal life with the
Father, and a classical tradition that
asserts that it is impossible for a man
to fulfill his nature if he does not in
some way devote himself towards the
love and pursuit of truth for its own
sake. And ultimately we see the
marriage of these traditions, in Christ
himself who proclaims “I am the
way, and the truth, and the life. No
man cometh to the Father, but by
me”
You see, I believe that what is known
as “Academia,” that is virtually every
other school, whether primary , middle
school,
high school, college and
University in the world – and indeed
society itself – stand philosophically
against our school. I do not mean that
they actively stand against us - but
rather that all of society have
unthinkingly become disciples of a

philosophy that is diametrically
opposed to this school.
To make myself more clear-let me tell
you something that is very seductive.
In fact it is such a delightfully
appealing idea that when Sir Francis
Bacon said it at the beginning of the
seventeenth century it ultimately led
to the collapse of western philosophy
and Theology and Liberal education
and the proper understanding of the
arts and sciences and it spurred on
revolutions and destroyed nations
and caused schisms and very well
came nigh to destroying all of
western civilization. And what he said
was that “knowledge is power” and
further “The end of all learning is
the practical advancement or
betterment of the human
condition.” Now isn’t that seductive?

presentations for the efficient
communication of useful information
to others; how to merge data bases
and collect statistics and predict
trends.
They should be able to speak Spanish
and maybe even (especially) Chinese,
because these languages are eminently
practical and useful. And as for Latin
and Greek, these languages are dead
and therefore of no practical use and
therefore should be abandoned.
It follows also that all students should
learn the so called “hard sciences.”
And what “hard science” means is that
we are not to spend time trying to
understand things like the physical
world, we are not to spend time trying
to understand the definitions and
natures of the physical things around
us, we are not to try to argue about the
definitions of motion, time and space
and substance and accidents, but are
rather to measure them and memorize
so called “laws” (not learn how to
derive these laws mind you) that
approximate the way things behave
and move. And thus the word
“science” which Lyceum Latin
scholars will tell you, comes from
“scientia” which means “knowledge”
which was a term that Aristotle
invoked precisely to stand in contrast
to “opinion” or “belief” or “guessing”
or “hypothesizing”- now has come to
mean exactly all of those things. The
hard sciences seem to be precisely
those fields of knowledge in which
students are expected to memorize
hypotheses and theories and to apply
formulas for the sake of arriving at as
precise a guess or approximation
about something as possible.

On the face of
it to say that
“the end of all
learning is the
practical
advancement or
betterment of
the
human
condition,”
seems to be a
praiseworthy
thing. Doesn’t Sarah Jane Lorenzo, ’12
that sound like a charitable goal? This
certainly seems like a wonderful goal.
And it of course follows that if human
learning does not in some way lead to a
technological or practical consequence
that materially ameliorates the lives of
men, then it is useless. And of course
we all understand that this is the
governing philosophy of nearly every
major university and college and high
school and elementary school; To enable
citizens so that they can be contributors and
producers -and are able to not only help And the same thing is true in
mathematics. We are not to spend
themselves but help others.
time understanding the definition and
And it follows that we need to give nature of numbers and lines because
them “life skills”- such as computer that is not useful. For example these
training. They should all learn how to days it is not expected that any
use the latest tools of communication, student be able to say what a number
and how to arrange data in excel is, but he is expected to be able to
spread sheets and power point compute and manipulate numbers
8

with extreme skill. In College entrance
tests like the SAT or AP math exams,
students are not expected to
demonstrate that they understand but
rather that they can use various
formulae, like the quadratic formula
or the Pythagorean theorem.
And, ironically, in an age that boasts
the advances of science and holds it up
as the golden calf, and despises
religious faith as a sort of superstition,
just the reverse has happened. Students
are compelled to recite whole litanies
of facts and figures. “Near the
surface of the earth, gravity causes
all objects to accelerate downward
at a constant acceleration of 9.81
(m/sec)/sec” and “The Centrifugal
force of any object moving with
uniform circular motion equals the
mass of that object times the
velocity squared divided by the
distance that object is from the
center of its motion” and that “light
travels 299, 792,458 meters per
second” but mind you, that is only its
speed in a vacuum!
Similarly students are made to believe,
from even before they learn their
prayers and their catechisms, that

Matthew Dougherty, ’11

everything is made up of matter, and
matter is made up of atoms and atoms
are made out of protons, electrons and
neutrons. and that all of these particles
have something called a “charge” and
that all things that we see, though they

appear solid, are really nothing more
than a swirling mass of discrete
particles. And everything can be
explained with these things, motion
and growth and thinking and even life
itself! And furthermore everyone must
believe it even if it has never been
demonstrated to you personally. And if
you ask whether any of it is true, the
answer according to the scientific
method is that “if it works in
explaining the appearances then it is
true,” “if it is useful then it is true,”
and we seem to forget that the entire
history of science is nothing other than
the history of one useful but false
theory replacing another useful but
false theory. We forget that Columbus
sailed to America using Ptolemy’s
Astronomy which works but is false –
or at least I am told it is false.

tossing out Latin and Greek and
consequently the liberal arts of
Grammar Rhetoric, and Logic, what
about the moral sciences? What about
Ethics and Political Science? Lyceum
students will be familiar with terms
like “the good” and “natural law” and
“Eternal law” and “virtue” and “soul”
and “right reason” and a “well formed
conscience”-all of which terms are
fundamental in understanding human
society and human behavior. They will
be familiar with discussions about the
conditions that determine the morality
of every human action. They will
discuss the principles that determine
whether a war is just or unjust. They
will discuss the nature of virtue and
vice, and the basis of all human law
the Ten Commandments- which in
turn are the laws that instruct us in
what human goodness consists. In
And here I should mention something short they will be informed with
that the late Thomistic philosopher knowledge of “the Good.”
Jacques Maritain said whom I believe
was thinking about the modern Whereas the followers of Francis
approach to mathematics and science, Bacon, that is, relatively the entire
he said “Truth can be betrayed in modern world, have abandoned the
education in two ways: by language of “the good” and have
substituting mechanical drill and replaced it with the language of
skill in solving difficulties for the “value.” You see, it is not what is good
élan towards knowledge, or by or bad – it is what you or I value that
putting the intellect to sleep in ready makes something important. We
made formulas which he accepts complement others because they have
and memorizes without engaging “values.” And value is an economic
himself in understanding what they term as we all know, and it is relative
to individuals, and your values are not
convey to him.”
my values, and even my values
But do you see – the idea of truth is not fluctuate. And ultimately the things
even really important anymore – that I value are the things that are
Modern education has washed its hands useful to me. And the things that are
of the entire question like Pontius Pilate useful to me are often relative to how I
saying “Truth, what is truth” In fact am feeling, and consequently what is
whether or not something is true, good right or wrong for me depends largely on my
or beautiful is actually not that feelings.
important. What is important is – does
it work? Does something contribute to
the material well being of mankind? If it
does then it is of value.
And take that word “value.” Did you
notice that I avoided the word
“good?” We have spoken about
Science and Mathematics and the
study of languages which requires
9

Latin IV students reading Virgil’s Aeneid

Snug the Joiner plays “Wall,”
played by Terence Delabre, ’11

The same is true for society as a
whole. The things that society values
are the things that are useful to
society. Thus the things that are
good are the things that have value
which in turn are the things that are
useful.

And it may not surprise you to know
that this moral philosophy is a result
of Francis Bacon’s empiricism, which
evolved into the materialism of
Thomas Hobbes, to the subjectivism
of George Berkeley, and ultimately
the relativism and skepticism of
David Hume. Hence according to
David Hume “What ultimately
matters…is how we feel about the
behavior. … an action is reasonable if
and only if it serves my goals and
desires, whatever they be.”
For those who have a classical
education it is just the reverse. It is
precisely because things are good that
we should desire them or “value”
them. Lyceum graduates know that all
Human life is good and even more that
human life is beyond value. The
goodness of a human being or of
anything for that matter does not
ultimately depend on its usefulness.
Do you see what I am getting at here?

We do not need to know how a
calculator or a telephone or a
computer works to use them. And
similarly with many things in life, it is
possible to make a large profit in the
stock market without understanding
anything about the nature of the
business. Material success in life does
not depend on whether you know
what the nature of man is, or proofs
for the existence of God, or what the
common good is, or the distinction
between Monarchy, Aristocracy, or
Democracy. Material success in life
does not necessarily depend on
whether you know the definition of
marriage and about the nature of
friendship and the common good.
The followers of this seductive
philosophy which we will call
“utilitarianism” would say that all of
these things are rather to be used for
our own advancement, and to be
discarded when they no longer are
useful. In fact despite Benjamin
Franklin ’s moral advice and
wholesome aphorisms, material
success does not seem to depend on
whether one understands the
difference between good and evil.

be at odds with what is to our short
term advantage and even at odds with
the short term advantage of society.
Along with Plato and Socrates and
Aristotle and Euclid and Archimedes
and Pericles and Cicero and St.
Augustine and St. Thomas and all
great thinkers we are proposing that
“Man by nature desires to know” and
that to glorify God as men we must
use our intellects just as he intended,
namely by being lovers of the order
that God created, by coming to know
that order in its manifold array. We
understand that in God’s love and
wisdom he has “disposed all things
in measure, number and weight “
We understand that from the visible
things we can see and study, we find
ever more evidence about the
attributes and wisdom of the invisible
Creator and His power. We
understand that the discovery and
knowledge of order, which is truth, is
what the mind of man was created for
and that knowing truth is all by itself
good for man and a proper way to
honor God because ultimately it is
knowing God. For as St. John says
“Now this is eternal life: That they
may know thee, the only true God,
and Jesus Christ,
whom thou hast
sent.”

But these are the very things that
Lyceum students grapple with. They
are busy forming themselves in the
good the true and the beautiful
without concerning themselves with
whether they are also useful.
Thus to return to
Yet this is in direct opposition to the my point - this
underlying premise of nearly every e v e n i n g s
school, college, and university in the celebration is
nothing other than
nation and the world - which is none
a celebration of the
other than that very seduction of Sir
proper
order
Francis Bacon when he said that between nature
“The end of all learning is the and Grace. And
practical advancement or b e c a u s e
our
betterment of the human s t u d e n t s
are
condition.”
relatively alone in
Tonight we are celebrating the good this enterprise they
the true and the beautiful which very are a light that
often are at odds with what is shines in the
efficient and what is useful and Francis Flute, the
perhaps even at odds with how we Bellows-mender
feel at a given moment. It may even (Thisbe) Sebastian
DeRoberts, ’11
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What does Beauty have to
do with Truth?

The Beauty that comes through music is
uniquely accessible to the young.

darkness, and therefore they are light
bearers and it is not hollow to speak
about them as future leaders, as many
are inclined to say at academic
celebrations of this sort.

A significant part of classical
education involves the attempt
to fill students’ imaginations with
images of beautiful things. Why
should a school do this?
Shouldn’t a school occupy itself
with teaching truth? Plato points
out the importance of instructing
students in the Beautiful in the
Republic:

Original oil and watercolors of Catholic

“Let our artists rather be those who are Artist James Langley decorate the
gifted to discern the true nature of the classrooms at The Lyceum
beautiful and graceful; then will our education :
“…musical training is
And just as Sero Te amavi, pulchritudo tam antiqua et tam a m o r e p o t e n t
Pericles said so
instrument than any
nova, sero Te amavi! St. Augustine “Confessiones”
long ago in his
other, because rhythm
i m m o r t a l
and harmony find their
Funeral Oration “I have dwelt upon youth dwell in a land of health, amid fair way into the inward places of the soul, on
the greatness of Athens because I sights and sounds , and receive the good which they mightily fasten, imparting
want to show you that we are in everything; and beauty, the effluence of grace, and making the soul of him who is
contending for a higher prize than fair works, shall flow into the eye and the rightly educated graceful.”
those who enjoy none of these ear, like a health giving breeze from a
privileges, and to establish by manifest purer region, and insensibly draw the soul The Lyceum is countercultural in
proof the merit of these men whom I from its earliest years into likeness and this regard because the school
am now commemorating. Their sympathy with the beauty of reason.”
proposes objective Beauty as well
loftiest praise has been already spoken.
as objective Truth to our students.
For in magnifying the city I have He points out particularly the In a culture where Beauty is
magnified them.
importance of the role of music in determined by the “eye of the
beholder,” is it any wonder that
So too we have dwelt upon the
many think all truth is relative or
greatness of The Lyceum enterpriseeven question its mere existence
and we are truly contending for a
along with Pontius Pilate asking
higher prize than those who follow
“Truth, what is Truth?”
the advice of Sir Francis Bacon. And
in magnifying the school I am also
In his Confessions, St. Augustine
magnifying you and our students.
utters, “Too late have I loved
Indeed, we realize that this evening is
not just about 32 students engaging
in a liberal arts education, but it is
about young men and women that
will have something to contribute to
the restoration of Christian culture.
For in the words of Blessed John
Henry Cardinal Newman we are “but
reiterating an old tradition, and carrying on
those august methods of enlarging the mind,
and cultivating the intellect, and refining the
feelings, in which the process of civilization
has always consisted.”

thee, O beauty ever ancient and
ever new, too late have I loved
thee.” Catholics know that in God

Truth and Beauty are one. By
disposing a student’s soul toward a
love of the beautiful, a school
simultaneously disposes a student
to a love of the Truth.

The architecture of the classroom
should have elements of grandeur and
beauty - we call this hall The Giovanni
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THE LYCEUM
2062 MURRAY HILL ROAD
CLEVELAND, OH 44106
Phone 216.707.1121
Web: thelyceum.org

The Lyceum Choir released its first CD of
sacred music in June 2006. It is our hope
that this selection of Sacred Chant and Polyphony will help foster a great familiarity
and even a genuine love for the treasury of
music that belongs to the Church. From the
angelic “Ave Maria” to the Resurrection
acclamation “Alleluia,” other selections include “Non Nobis Domine”, “O Sanctissima”, “Ave Verum”, “Lord For Thy Tender
Mercy’s Sake” and many others!
Your purchase of Laetare will not only make
a great gift but will help spread beautiful
music while supporting The Lyceum!

The Lyceum Schola
Cantorum
Directed by Mark Langley

Call the school for your copy today (216707-1121)
• One Copy $10
• Two copies $15
• Special discount for orders of three or
more
Include $2.50 for postage
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Mark Your Calendars!
October 14th — 9 to 11am “Classical
Education Symposium” part 2*
November 4th — Open House and
Scholarship Exam
November 11th — 9-11am “Classical
Education Symposium” part 3
November 23 & 24th —
Thanksgiving Break
December 2nd — 9-11am “Classical
Education Symposium” part 4
December 1st —Advent Lessons and
Carols
December 15th— Evening Drama
Performance
December 21st— Thursday,
Christmas Holiday begins
* If you would like a copy of the September 26 two hour presentation entitled
“Rebuilding Catholic Classical Education,” please call the school— 2CD set

