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The Lyceum: 
“To Form Liberally  
Educated Catholic La-
dies and Gentlemen.” 

On Distinguishing a Good School from a 
 Great School —Dr William Schmitt 

 
Dr. William Schmitt is the Headmaster of Trivium 

School in Lancaster Massachusetts– The Lyceum’s own 
“Alma Mater.” We thought Dr. Schmitt’s recent article 
in the school newsletter “Trivium Scripta” admirably 
captures many of the unique aspects of a classical 
education. 

 
 It is very difficult to capture the spirit of a 

place or institution. The following is an attempt 
to describe some of the things 
that are so common at 
Trivium School that we might 
forget them; the students who 
encounter them every day 
might mistakenly consider 
them ordinary. 
 
William Johnson Cory, a 
nineteenth century master in 
Classics at Eton, distinguished 
between a good school and a 
great school: in a good 
school, a student gains 
knowledge; in a great school, 
he develops arts and habits. 
By “art,” Cory means mental 
discipline. He writes: 

You go to school at the age of twelve or thirteen; 
and for the next four or five years you are not 
engaged so much in acquiring knowledge as in 

(Continued on page 2) 

Ubi Petrus Ibi Ecclesia. 

Dear Friends,   We certainly 
hope that you are enjoying a 
splendid summer.    For me, 
the summer provides the 
opportunity to meet and speak 
with people around the 

country who are involved in one way or 
another in what I call provincially the “Lyceum 
mission.” Though perhaps it sounds a little self 
important, it is a phrase which might aptly 
describe  nothing less 
than the spread and 
preservation of Western 
Civilization. 

   One such opportunity 
presented itself last 
Tuesday evening when 
Dr. Robert Moynihan, 
editor-in-chief of Inside 
the Vatican magazine 
gave an informal talk at 
the lovely home of some 
good friends here in 
town. Dr. Moynihan 
spoke about Pope 
B e n e d i c t ’ s  r e c en t 
A p o s t o l i c  l e t t e r , 
Summorum Pontificum,  
encouraging a wider use of the Latin Mass as it 
was celebrated before the Second Vatican 
Council.  

 This letter, given “Motu Proprio” (on 
the Pope’s own initiative), demonstrates the 
profound understanding and love for the 
liturgy that we are blessed to have in the Holy 
Father. How fascinating– but sad- to hear 
about the struggles, the resistance, the internal 
oppositions that the pope himself has to 
overcome in encouraging something which is 
so clearly beautiful and so clearly aimed at the 
good of the faithful throughout the world. It 

(Continued on page 2) 
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making mental efforts under 
criticism. . . . But  
you go to a great school, not for 
knowledge so much as for arts and 
habits; for the habit of attention, for 
the art of expression, for the art of 
assuming at a moment’s notice a 
new intellectual posture, for the art 
of entering quickly into another 
person’s thoughts, for the habit of 
submitting to censure and 
refutation, for the art of indicating 
assent or dissent in graduated terms, 
for the habit of regarding minute 
points of accuracy, for the habit of 
working out what is possible in a 
given time, for taste, for 
discrimination, for mental courage 
and mental soberness. Above all, 
you go to a great school for self-
knowledge. 
If you read the passage again you 

will notice a fundamental point that 
Cory is trying to make: the 
distinction between knowledge and 
art. Knowledge that we acquire is 
not the same as arts and habits – 
ways of thinking. I have often asked 
parents what they learned in high 
school, what knowledge they gained. 
Usually they are at a loss to 
remember, but if they had a teacher 
they admired, they might remember 
him. Most of all, says Cory, a great 
school will give us habits of mind 
that form how we think about 
everything. A great school seeks to 
focus on these arts and habits: really 

(Continued from page 1) 

(Continued on page 3) 

was clear from Dr. Moynihan’s 
remarks that Pope Benedict had to 
issue this motu proprio in the face of 
those who objected that encouraging 
the “extraordinary rite” of the Mass 
would undo progress made since 
Vatican II, or be too difficult for 
those parishes where priests might 
not have studied Latin, or that the 
Latin Mass would be inaccessible to 
the faithful who may never have had 
exposure to it or to the treasury of 
sacred music and polyphony that 
was specifically written for it. 

 It struck me afresh how 
important Catholic liberal education 
is to the very life of the Church. 
How dear the mission of The 
Lyceum would be to the Holy 
Father’s heart were he to witness the 
daily instruction in Latin, Gregorian 
Chant and sacred polyphony, the 
Latin recitations of the Psalms of 
David, and the reading and 
discussion of the Great Books.   

 In previous 
newsletters we 
celebrated Pope 
Benedict’s eloquent 
denunciation of the 
“dictatorship of 
relativism.” We 
pointed out that a 
classical curriculum 
is in fact the 
antidote to this 
dictatorship, and 
we never tire of 
explaining how a 
genuine liberal 
education disposes 
the mind of the student towards the 
love of objective truth. But now, our 
Holy Father’s latest encyclical, offers a 
striking opportunity for us to 
appreciate another aspect of the 
benefits of a Catholic classical 
education.  

 Let us not even dwell on the 
mere fact that it is only by a classical 
education that a person can even read 

and understand the 
very words penned in 
Latin by Benedict— 
not to mention 
understanding the 
words, their context, 
and the theological 
and philosophical 
r e a s o n i n g s  t h a t 
support them. It is by 
a classical education 
that one can know for 
o n e s e l f ,  a n d 
c o m m u n i c a t e 
effectively to others 
what the spirit and 
the letter of his motu 
propr io  actua l l y 
enjoin. In other 
words let us not dwell 
on the obvious 
intellectual benefits 
that a classical 
education bestows on 
the mind of the 
student, but let us 

(Continued on page 3) 
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r a t h e r  c o n t e m p l a t e  a n o t h e r 
transformation that a classical education 
offers . 

 To be precise, a Classical 
education offers a formation of the 
heart, a formation of the imagination, 
and a formation of the emotions without 
which a proper response to any of the 
Church’s pronouncements is impossible. 
In his  Summum Pontificorum, our Holy 
Father himself seems to allude to this, at 
least in part, when, in his letter 
accompanying the Motu Proprio, he 
quotes St. Paul’s 
Second Letter to the 
Corinthians: 

 "Our mouth is open to 
you, Corinthians; our 
heart is wide. You are 
not restricted by us, but 
you are restricted in your 
own affections. In return 
… widen your hearts 
also!" (2 Cor 6:11-13). 

And Pope Benedict 
adds : 

“Paul was certainly 
speaking in another context, but his exhortation 
can and must touch us too, precisely on this 
subject. Let us generously open our hearts and 
make room for everything that the faith itself 
allows.”    

How, indeed, should we try to do what 
Benedict  exhorts? How can we widen 
our hearts so that our affections are not 
restricted?   

The answer is obvious to me because 
liberal education is defined by the 
freedom that it bestows. Liberal 
education frees a person from the very 
things that restrict not only his mind, but 
his heart and his affections, so that he 
can freely choose to live in the fullest 
manner possible– in as human a manner 

(Continued from page 2) 

(Continued on page 4) 

No book has come closer to being the 
“bible of mathematics” than Euclid’s 
spectacular creation. Down through 
the centuries, over 2000 editions of 
the Elements have appeared, a figure 
that must make the authors of 
today’s mathematics textbooks drool 
with envy. As noted, it was highly 
successful even in its own day. After 
the fall of Rome, the Arab scholars 
carried it off to Baghdad, and when 
it reappeared in Europe during the 
Renaissance, its impact was 
profound. The work was studied by 
the great Italian scholars of the 
sixteenth century and by a young 
Cambridge student named Isaac 

Newton a 
century later. 
Abraham Lincoln 
“bought the 
Elements of 
Euclid, a book 
twenty-three 
centuries old...[It] 
went into his 
carpetbag as he 
went out on the 
circuit. At 
night...he read 
Euclid by the 
light of a candle 
after others had 
dropped off to 
sleep.” Lincoln 

himself concluded, “You can never 
make a lawyer if you do not 
understand what ‘demonstrate’ 
means.” And so, he recounts, “I left 
my situation in Springfield, went 
home to my father’s house, and 
stayed there till I could give any 
proposition in the six books of Euclid 
at sight, I then found out what 
‘demonstrate’ means, and went back 
to my law-studies.” Dunham – and 
many others – see the influence of 
Euclid on Lincoln’s rhetoric “It has 
often been noted that Lincoln’s prose 
was influenced and enriched by his 
study of Shakespeare and the Bible. It 
is likewise obvious that many of his 
political arguments echo the logical 
development of a Euclidean 

(Continued on page 4) 

understanding another person’s 
position, the ability to see the 
importance of distinctions, refined 
taste and mental courage. All these 
intangibles form who we are and 
how we approach truth. I believe 
that when Cory uses the term “self-
knowledge,” he is summing up all of 
the arts and habits of a good student 
in a great school. 

 
I am hesitant to list Trivium in 

the rolls of the great schools but if it 

falls short, the failure is yours and 
mine and not the vision or the ideal. 
To my mind, the entire curriculum 
helps to develop the arts and habits 
that Cory mentioned, but some of 
the classes do this more clearly than 
others. The examples that I would 
like to develop here are Euclid and 
Latin. 

 
Let us begin with Euclid. 

Seasoned teachers have said that 
Euclid cannot be taught in 
secondary school. The language is 
archaic; the students will not be 
motivated. What is Euclidean 
geometry and why is it so important? 
William Dunham, in his book Journey 
Through Genius writes, 

 

(Continued from page 2) 
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proposition.” Think, for example, of his 
phrase, “the proposition that all men are 
created equal.” The application of the 
term “proposition” instead of “self-
evident” is Lincoln’s. 

 
Scientists and mathematicians also 

praise Euclid. For some, like Albert 
 Einstein, Euclid is a sign of scientific 

capability: “If Euclid failed to kindle 
your youthful enthusiasm, then you were 
not born to be a scientific thinker.” The 
mathematician Bertrand Russell, perhaps 
exaggerating his enthusiasm, compares 
Euclid to the experience of love: “At the 
age of eleven, I began Euclid, with my 
brother as my tutor. This was one of the 
great events of my life, as dazzling as 
first love. I had not imagined that there 
was anything so delicious in the world.” 

 
It is this lucidity of thought that is a 

kind of beauty. The poet Edna St. 
Vincent Millay singles out Euclid for 
having seen beauty in all its perfection: 
“Euclid alone has looked on Beauty 
bare.” 

 
At Trivium, Latin is studied primarily 

in order to develop clear thinking. This 
has always been the primary defense of 

(Continued from page 3) 

Mr. and Mrs. Schmitt! 

as possible– as a free creation and not 
as a slave to passion, custom, error and 
fashion.   

 A genuine liberal education is largely a 
matter of disposing the affections of the 
student, and a process of widening the 
hearts of the young so that they are able 
to respond with an appropriate human 
response. Endowing himself with all 
natural  moral and intellectual virtues, 
the person, in turn, become a fitting 
vehicle for God’s grace. Gratia supponit 
naturam (Grace builds on nature). By 
using well the “talent” of human 
nature that God has given us, we 
become apt vessels of grace able to 
return fitting praise back to the 
Creator. Accordingly, a liberal 
education enables us to participate 
fittingly in the praise of the Creator, 
especially in those most important 
actions through which man himself is 
given a share in his own redemption. I 
mean the liturgical actions of the 
Church and especially Holy Mass.        

Is this going to far? Is it too much to 
claim for liberal education that it is the 
education that prepares a man to 
worship his creator? If this is true it 
would appear to me that every one 
who is educable ought to pursue a 
liberal education.  

 In other words, I am claiming  

(Continued from page 3) 

Mr. and Mrs. Sand! 

that a liberal education aside from 
teaching students how to think, 
aside from exposing students to the 
glory of Euclid’s geometry and the 
wonders of natural science, aside 
from exposing student to the 
beauty of Virgil’s Aeneid  or  
Homer’s Iliad, aside from the 
pursuit of wisdom– I say aside 
from these things, a liberal 
education gives a student the ability 
to appreciate the entire liturgical 
action of the church. One might say 
that a liberal education endows a 
student with a “liturgical aesthetic” 
that enables him to take delight in 
the perennial liturgical action of the 
church.      

“Widen your hearts,” exhorts  Paul 
There is a particular formation of 
the heart, of the imagination, and of 
the emotions that makes the 
“Catholic heart” wider and 
sympathetic towards the kinds of 
things that Pope Benedict is 
encouraging.  And I suppose one 
might conclude that for 2000 years 
the church has been a little self 
serving in its encouragement, 
advancement and preservation of 
liberal education.  

Dr. Moynihan boldly forecast that 
July 7, 2007 (the day that the Motu 
Proprio was released) will certainly  
be remembered as an important day 
in what already is being called the 
“Benedictine Reform.”  

 As the Lyceum enters its 
fifth year we are naturally excited 
about the school’s continued 
growth. We welcome new students 
and their families. We are thrilled to 
have new faculty. We look forward 
to a wonderful new academic year– 
but most of all we hope that the 
school will continue to grow 
increasingly one in union with the 
mind—but even more—the heart of 
the church. 
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News And Notes 
As is our practice, we continue the narration 
of Lyceum events from our last point of depar-
ture—September 2006. 
     
October Lyceum faculty Miss Jana 
Draeger and Mr. Samuel Schmitt were 
united in Holy Matrimony with a litur-
gically stunning Latin Mass at Cleve-
land’s Immaculate Conception 
Church. As an integral part of the 
Mass Dr. Schmitt had carefully 
planned a veritable feast of the finest 
sacred music ranging from Des Prez to 
Byrd to a beautiful Missa Brevis com-
posed by none other than– himself!  
With a gorgeous reception following at 
The Lyceum, Sam and Jana treated 
family and friends to an unforgettable 
wedding celebration.    
 
The Lyceum Children's Choir kicked off 
the beginning of its third year with 
nearly 40 voices. One really can’t start 
too early in getting kids to sing— 
though the choir is officially open only 
to children who are at least able to 
read– but don’t tell that to the chil-
dren. 
 
November 
Under the expert direction of Coach 
Sean Sweeny, the Lyceum Girl’s Vol-
leyball Team initiated its first season of 
formal practice.  
 
December Students and faculty gath-
ered for the annual Advent and Christ-
mas Carol Singalong for residents and 
staff at the nearby “assisted living cen-
ter” Abington Arms. 
 

Beautiful St. Stanislaus Parish in 
Cleveland again hosted our annual 
program of Advent Lessons and 
Carols with both The Lyceum Chorale 
and The Lyceum Children’s Choir. 
Sometimes the beautiful treasury of 
liturgical music written for Advent 
can be shut out by the those who 
insist on celebrating Christmas early. 
We may be in the minority, but we at 
The Lyceum still think Advent is a 
legitimate liturgical season of semi 
penitential but joyful expectation. 
(Nonetheless, such stodgy views do 
not keep us from adding the stu-
dents favorite selections “Puer Natus 
in Bethlehem” and the raucous 
“Gaudete” to our program!)  
 
The Willoughby Rotary Club hosted 
faculty and students for Christmas 
Concert  followed by a delicious 
lunch. We are thankful to friend of 
the school Mr. Timothy O’Keeffe 
for the invitation and look forward 
to making an annual pilgrimage to 
Willoughby.  
 
Former Lyceum Tutor Joseph Sand 
and Lyceum Faculty member Mary 
Bouchey were united in Holy Matri-

The Lyceum Children’s Choir— Spring Concert 

the study of Latin. Listen, for example, 
to the words of Alfred North 
Whitehead, the British mathematician 
and philosopher: 

In Classics we endeavour by a thorough 
study of language to develop the mind in 
the regions of logic, philosophy, history 
and of aesthetic apprehension of literary 
beauty. The learning of the languages – 
Latin or Greek – is a subsidiary means 
for the furtherance of this ulterior object. 
. . What is the best way to make a child 
clear-headed in its thoughts and in its 
statements? . . . Latin is the best 
stimulus for mental expansion (Alfred 
North Whitehead, The Aims of 
Education, 64-65). 
Secondarily, the study of Latin is an 

enormous aid for an understanding of 
English. It has been argued that Latin is 
a dead language and is therefore useless. 
Some students after a number of years 
may only remember “Roma in Italia est,” 
the opening line of Lingua Latina. But 
Evelyn Waugh, one of the greatest 
writers in the English language, responds 
to this objection: 

I have never read Latin for pleasure and 
should now be hard put to it to compose 
a simple epitaph. But I do not regret my 
superficial classical studies. I believe that 
the conventional defense of them is valid; 
that only by them can a boy fully 
understand that a sentence is a logical 
construction and that words have basic 
inalienable meanings, departure from 
which is either conscious metaphor or 
inexcusable vulgarity. Those who have 
not been so taught—most Americans 
and most women—unless they are 
guided by some rare genius, betray their 
deprivation. (Autobiography). 
You must excuse his caustic jibe 

against Americans and women. He does 
leave a little wiggle room to men of rare 
genius, such as Shakespeare, who know 
“little Latin, and less Greek.” 

 
No, Latin as a language spoken and 

read is not dead, for it lives in the 
present day romance languages, and if 
not in the foliage, it is certainly in the 
living roots of our great English 
language. 
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  Abraham and Isaac and Noah’s Flood. 
Originally performed by various guilds of 
mediæval England, the mystery plays are 
comprised of dozens of plays dramatizing 
salvation history from the creation of the 
world through to the Last Judgment. 
Few in the audience will ever forget the 
enormous jaw-bone that Cain used to kill 
his brother nor the cantankerousness of 
Noah’s wife, that was mentioned no-
where in the Bible yet had found a secure 
place in mediæval iconography and sto-
rytelling. 
 
February Having undertaken several 
ongoing campaigns of support for the 
great work done by staff and volun-
teers at WomanKind, Lyceum Juniors 

and Seniors finally visited and toured 
this pro-life center that supports 
women and children. 
 
The Lyceum hosted a 
seminar about the 
meaning and value of 
Liberal Education for 
17 Students and their 
professor from Case 
Western University. 
The discussion was 
vigorous and lively. 
Mr. Langley discov-
ered that there are 
people who are not 
delighted by the con-
cept of a classical 
education.  
 

Dr. Alexander Blachly and students in 
The University of Notre Dame Cho-
rale “rolled in” for a morning visit to 
The Lyceum. We were especially hon-
ored to have this renowned group visit 

for the second time in two years. Ly-
ceum students were inspired particu-
larly by the power of the tenor and 
bass sections. We feel a special admira-
tion for the decades of work that Dr. 
Blachly’s has spent in presenting beau-
tiful sacred music to thousands. Aside 
from conducting the University Cho-
rale, Dr. Blachly is the founding con-
ductor of the internationally known 
New York City based group 
“Pomerium” (see www.pomerium.com). 
    
March Lyceum students took the  Na-
tional Latin Exam from Introductory to 

mony at the beautiful Conversion of St. 
Paul Shrine.  Fr. Bede Kotlinski cele-
brated a solemn Novus Ordo Mass in 
Latin and Dr. Schmitt served both as 
organist and director of  chant and 
polyphony.  
 
January Mr. and Mrs. Langley wel-
comed baby Cecilia into the world. 
Though older brother Mark was rather 
hoping for a brother, he still loves his 
eighth sister! 
 
Under the leadership of dear friend of 
the school,  Fr. Zachary Kawalec from 
St. Francis of Assisi Parish, Lyceum stu-
dents joined in the Annual March for 
Life in Washington DC.  
 
Students in the seventh and eighth 
grades under the direction of Mrs. Jana 
Schmitt produced three medieval mys-
tery plays including Cain and Abel, 

Future Lyceum student— 
baby Cecilia Langley 

Students, faculty, family, and friends enjoy a 
contradance to the rollicking music of dance band “Mud 

in Yer Eye” 

Nationally renowned conductor, Alexander 
Blachly directs The University of Notre Dame 
Chorale during a private performance at The 
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Students listened to J.S. Bach’s Cha-
conne in D Minor  (among other selec-
tions) in an afternoon performance at 
The Lyceum, by virtuoso violinist 
and friend of The Lyceum Miss 
Matama Takahashi.   
 
Mr. and Mrs. Sand drove 8 Lyceum 
girls to meet The Dominican Sisters of 

Latin IV levels. Additionally they took 
the  National Greek Exam in both the  
“Introductory” and “Beginning” lev-
els. (The many new medals and ribbons—
testimony to the outstanding job Lyceum stu-
dents did on these exams are already hanging 
in the school vestibule.)  
 
April Over 200 Parents, students, fac-
ulty and friends of The Lyceum gath-
ered for the Third Annual Spring Auc-
tion. Lyceum students were again a hit 

with their presentation of sacred and 
secular music. The audience particu-
larly enjoyed selections from Gilbert 
and Sullivan’s HMS Pinafore. 
 
Our little school building was shaking 
with music and dancing at our first 
contra dance!  Students, joined by fam-
ily and faculty, experienced the joy of 
genuine folk dancing—and to none 
other than Cleveland’s favorite con-
tradance band Mud in Yer Eye.  Join us 
for the next dance on October 12th. 
 
Children’s Choir Spring Concert—the 
Lyceum Children’s choir performed 16 
selections of chant and polyphony for 
a crowded hall on a beautiful and 
sunny Sunday.    

 
May – The Lyceum Fourth Annual 
Thesis Presentation and Defense Sen-
iors Dean Rowinski and Martina 
Ciaravino presented their respec-
tive Theses “Whether Virtue is 
knowledge” and “Whether the 
19th Amendment Detracts from 
the Dignity of Women.”  Both 
Miss Ciaravino and Mr. Rowinski 
read well and defended their  posi-
tions with compelling conviction. 
“Thesis night” is one of the very 
best nights at The Lyceum not 
only because of the  provocative 
discussions that inevitably ensue 
upon hearing each thesis– but 
more importantly because this par-
ticular event more than others 
demonstrates the ‘product’ of a 
liberal education, to wit– a person 
that is able to articulate a position 
with cogent logic and persuasive 
rhetoric, a person that can argue a 
position in a manner that demon-
strates a happy marriage between 
faith and reason, a person that ex-
emplifies what John Henry Cardi-
nal Newman would call a Catholic  
lady or a Catholic gentleman.  
 

Left to right (front) Elizabeth Henderson ‘06 Tutor Mary Sand (back) Rose 
Langley ‘09, Megan Dougherty ‘08, Clare Hogan ‘08, Martina Ciaravino ‘07, 
Elizabeth McFadden ‘08, Grace Waters ‘08 and Teresa Shumay ‘09. Young 
women’s retreat with “The Dominican Sisters of Mary, Mother of the 
Eucharist” in Ann Arbor Michigan.  

Martina Ciaravino “Whether the 19th 
Amendment Detracts from the Dignity of 

Women” 

Dean Rowinski “Whether Virtue is 
Knowledge”  



8 

 

and Education Center” in Bath, Ohio. 
It was the first time that the Lyceum 
choir sang in a barn —surrounded by 
lovely views and gardens. 
 
Mr. Langley delivered a stirring address 
to  the Painesville Rotary Club about  
Classical Catholic Education in Cleve-
land (say that ten times fast!). 
 
June Juniors and Seniors presented 
Shakespeare’s Love’s Labors Lost. Di-
rected by Mrs. Jana Schmitt, the Friday 
night command performance was de-
livered to a standing room only audi-
ence. 
 
The Third Annual Lyceum Com-

mencement  began with a Missa Spiritus 
Sancti celebrated by Fr. Frank Godic 
complete with sacred music sung by 
The Lyceum Chorale at Immaculate 
Conception Church. Mass was fol-
lowed by The Third Annual Commence-
ment Exercises back at the school at-
tended by board members students 
and their families. Fr. John Wessel de-
livered a memorable commencement 
address on the importance of main-
taining a proper  sense of shame, and 
how it aids us our way to heaven. 
 
 July brought a benefit concert for 
dear friends of The Lyceum, Ron An-

drico and Donna Stewart. The halls of 
The Lyceum were  filled with music 
Gregorian, Medieval, Baroque and 
Renaissance– (not to mention even a 
little American Country) by ten differ-
ent groups playing a variety of instru-
ments: voice, lute, the viola da gamba, 
the virginal, recorder, the clavi-
cytherium, guitar and even the banjo! 
Ron and Donna (the Mignarda lute-
song Duo -“mignarda.eglanteria.com”) 
have again helped us to host beautiful 
music in our halls! 

Mary Mother of the Eucharist near Ann 
Arbor, MI for a weekend retreat where 
they were joined by over 100 girls 
from across the nation. 
 
Hosted by Lyceum Juniors the faculty 
and Senior class sat down for a deli-
cious and elegant candlelight five 
course feast, stories and toasts at the 
inaugural Senior Faculty Dinner! 
Lyceum students sang a brief concert 
at the beautiful “Crown Point Farm 

Maria— lady attending upon the 
Princess  played by Sarah 

Langley ‘10 

Rosaline — lady attending upon the 
Princess played by Clare Hogan ‘08 

Princess of France played by 
Martina Ciaravino ‘07 

The Princess and her Ladies dance with the 
King and his men disguised  as “Muscovites” Attending upon the  Princess– Lady 

Katharine (left)  lady  played by Alexandra 
Cicco ‘09 
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The Lyceum in Ohio Magazine—— we especially liked being referred to as a “modern-day Parthenon on Murray Hill.”  

“No Royal Road” 
 
 We remain convinced that 
The Lyceum and the many new 
small Catholic 
independent schools 
across the nation are, 
indeed, part of the solution 
to the ongoing crisis in 
education. It is ironic that 
the solution these little 
schools offer is nothing 
more than what has been 
offered for centuries and 
even millennia– to wit the 
“lost tools of learning”— 
the liberal arts. 
 
Reading and discussing 
the great books, studying 
Latin and Greek,  
memorizing poetry and 
writing argumentative 
essays, are the activities 
that every student should perform. 
There is no mystery to education.  
 
“There is no royal road to 
Geometry” as Euclid said to King 
Ptolemy I, and similarly there is no 
royal road to authentic education. 
Fancy facilities,  athletic buildings, 

relatively inexpensive books. From 
Abraham Lincoln to Sir Isaac Newton 
to John Henry Cardinal Newman -
from statesmen to scientists to 

Saints!- we see that the 
formation of the mind and the 
heart is largely due to things that 
are accessible to all. 
 
 A student has only to 
take advantage of these simple 
things, these books, and 
whatever wisdom he can find in 
his teachers and peers. These  
are sufficient. 
 
 It is no wonder that in 
the order of nature, the 
development of the mind is 
analogous to the development, or 
expansion of the heart, in the 
order of grace.  
  
And what are the things that 

expand the heart?...Wisdom, 
Understanding, Counsel, Fortitude, 
Knowledge, Piety, and  Fear of The 
Lord….  
 
Nor is there a royal road to the gifts of 
the Holy Spirit. 

theatres, expensive equipment and 
laboratories, million volume libraries 
and exorbitant tuitions —as alluring 
as they are, these things will never 

replace the substance of real 
education. There is no royal road to 
the formation of the mind and the 
heart.  
 
As Dr. William Schmitt points out in 
his article (see page 1) great minds 
are made through the reading of  

Daniel Shoskes, Baroque Lute at The Benefit Concert for 
Mignarda 
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worthy of being pursued for its own 
sake! 
Mr. Smith who earned his B.A. from 
The University of Dallas brings a 
special love for the study of 
Mathematics and  Classical 
Languages. He will also be teaching 
Physics, Pre-Calculus, and Classical 
Literature.  
 
Though Mr. Smith is a teacher of 
subjects that have a somewhat more 
“severe reputation,” you should taste 

his homemade brownies!     
  
We also welcome Miss Caitlyn 
Murphy as a full time teacher. Miss 
Murphy is a recent graduate of The 
Thomas More College of Liberal Arts 
in New Hampshire where she 
majored in English Literature. At 
Thomas More she took a profound 
interest in Catholic poetry (especially 
that of Gerard manly Hopkins) as 
well as the study of Greek translating 
parts of Plato's Republic, Homer's 
Iliad, Odyssey and The Gospel of 
John. A gifted artist, Caitlyn also 
studied drawing at The Florence 
Academy of Art in Italy. As a 
graduate of Trivium School, Miss 
Murphy understands the vision of 
Catholic liberal education as well as 
the significance of people like Euclid 
and the study of Latin. Miss Murphy 
is enthusiastic about teaching at The 
Lyceum, a school so very close in 
spirit to her own Alma Mater.  
 
 

Needless to say– but that has never 
stopped us before— sufficient 
thanks are impossible for us to give 
Jana for her wonderful contribution 
to the founding and development of 
The Lyceum. 
 

 Mr. Ted Smith will return 
as a full time tutor teaching an 
expanded Greek curriculum. Ted is 
very much interested in steering the 
Greek program from Attic to 
Homeric Greek. Who can argue 
with him since he makes the rather 
obvious point that Homeric Greek 
will prepare students more 
effectively to read Homer– a goal 

The Lyceum Faculty 2006-2007 Faculty Notes 
 
 Along with the continued 
growth of the school comes not only 
a changing student body but also a 
“change in the guard” among the 
faculty. Though we knew that Mrs. 
Schmitt (nee Draeger) was going to 
depart after her service as a founding 
tutor at The Lyceum, we took 
consolation in the fact that she will 
still be very close through the service 
of her husband Dr. Samuel Schmitt. 
As Dr. and Mrs. Schmitt await the 
arrival of their first baby, we will 
certainly not blame him (her?) for 
upstaging The Lyceum in priority! 
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 states as well as various Canadian 
provinces!  
 
Mrs. Mary Sand nee Bouchey a 
founding Lyceum tutor though 
returning with a much reduced 
teaching role but  a much expanded 
administrative role, has assumed 
many of the duties formerly held by 
Gillian Graham.  She will be teaching 
Astronomy and “The Lyceum Good 
Books Program” for seventh and 
eight grade students.  
 
Mrs. Sand also serves as the School 
Registrar. Though Mr. Langley and 
Dr. Schmitt are able to form  “fair off 
hand judgments” on many subjects of  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
a universal nature, parents and 
students who have been at the 
school for any length of time tend to 
go directly to Mrs. Sand if they wish 
to know anything useful or having 
to do with important details— such 
as when the first day of classes will 
be.  
 
Dr. Samuel Schmitt also returns in 
a full time capacity. He will be 
teaching Latin, Classical History, 
Greek History, and Literature as 
well as Directing the Lyceum Music 
Program. Contrary to what we 
mentioned before, Dr. Schmitt not 
only has a powerful mind capable of 
handling an expansive array of 

universals– but he also can cope 
with those “nitty gritty details.” 
 
Fans of Dr. Schmitt most certainly 
know that he has a prodigious store 
of knowledge and expertise in the 
liturgical music of the church– 
especially that of the Renaissance, 
but very few realize that he also has 
a degree in Library science (Just 
how many degrees does he have?) 
and is therefore very fond of 
detailed work Think– schedules– 
catalogues– research…. 
 

Mrs. Jean Henderson whom we 
have dubbed a “Lyceum 
founding parent” will be teaching 
Math, Latin and Biology. As a 
mother of eleven (including two 

former Lyceum students 
Elizabeth ‘06 and Michael ‘09) 
and a teacher for nearly twenty 
five years, Mrs. Henderson 
brings a great deal of practical 
wisdom about authentic 
education , effective teaching,  
meaningful curriculum and the 
sometimes mysterious nature of 
the student. 
 Mrs. Henderson earned 
her Bachelor of Arts in English 
and Religious Education from 
The College of Mount St. Joseph 
and has received training at Kent 
State University for teachers of 
chemistry. She served as a 
teacher of language arts, religion, 
math and music for seven years 
in Catholic schools in Indiana 
and Ohio. Upon meeting her 
husband John, she then turned 
her attention to the education of 
her own children and is one of 
the pioneers of the home 
schooling movement.  
 
We, ‘admirerers of Mrs. 
Henderson,’  knew that she and 
her husband John enjoy 
traveling– but were astounded to 
find out that they have actually 
visited each of the 48 contiguous 
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The Lyceum Bell Tower 

THE LYCEUM 
2062 MURRAY HILL ROAD 
CLEVELAND, OH 44106 
Phone 216.707.1121 
Web: thelyceum.org 

 

Students and faculty pose with Alexander Blachly and The 
University of Notre Dame Chorale.  

Mark Your Calendars! 
 
September 4th  Classes begin 
 
September 21  Parent Potluck 

 
October 12th  Contradance at The Lyceum 
 
October 25th  Open House 
 

Cantores Ecclesiae  sing at The 
Lyceum 

Senior faculty Dinner!  

Love’s Labor’s Lost 


